
 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT AND TEACHING 
 
How is financial aid decided? 
 
At the end of January, you should turn in a financial aid application form to Cherie along 
with a recent essay(s) or chapter selections (minimum of 5 pages, maximum of 30), written 
since the previous aid deadline. We also ask you to submit a personal statement of purpose 
(1-2 double-spaced pages) putting your writing sample in context and discussing your 
progress and goals in the program. The applications will be read by the Advisory 
Committee and will be a factor in aid decisions for the upcoming year in the event that 
there is not enough aid for all returning students. Students teaching Rhetoric or Gen Ed Lit 
can reasonably expect their appointments to continue for a second year if they are 
productive in the Nonfiction Writing Program and in good standing as teachers.  
 
NOTE: The Nonfiction Writing Program has a limited aid pool and is somewhat at the 
tender mercies of the Rhetoric and Gen Ed Lit Programs. We do NOT control the number of 
teaching slots these programs give us from year to year and these slots do vary. Likewise, 
we’re not usually given a slot until one is vacated. 
 
In order to attract students from elsewhere and to be competitive with other programs, we 
have to reserve a certain number of these slots for incoming students. This naturally puts 
the squeeze on students in the program who currently are without aid. While we make 
every effort to find aid for these students, it’s increasingly difficult to do so. Some of these 
students find Research Assistantships and Teaching Assistantships within other programs, 
and this somewhat alleviates the strain, though it’s by no means a perfect solution. 
Unfortunately, we do not imagine the situation will improve soon as the university is 
cutting rather than adding TA positions.  
 
Is all funding renewed from year to year? 
 
Not necessarily, though if you remain in good standing you can reasonably expect it to be 
renewed for a second and third year. Please pay careful attention to your funding offer, as 
some scholarships and fellowships only last two years. In other words, if you’re from out of 
state, you’ll pay out of state tuition for your third year (unless you're funded as a TA or an 
RA for that year and have at least a quarter time (25%) appointment). This is another good 
reason to get most of your credits out of the way in your first two years.  
 
That said, all graduate students with TA or RA appointments receive a tuition scholarship 
as negotiated by COGS from the Graduate College. This scholarship is pro-rated according 
to the number of hours you take per semester.  
 
 
 

http://www.grad.uiowa.edu/cogs-contract
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What is and who teaches CNW:1000,  and CNW:2000? 
 
CNW:1000 to CNW:2000 level classes are undergraduate creative nonfiction courses. They 
are taught by NWP students.  
 
Do you teach fewer Rhetoric classes if you teach in the Writing Center? 
 
If you teach Rhetoric, and you want to teach in the writing center, you need to negotiate 
directly with the Rhetoric Department. But yes, you would normally be substituting 
teaching in the writing center for teaching rhetoric, provided you’ve taken 
CNW:5375:0001, “Teaching in a Writing Center.” However, the Nonfiction Writing Program 
has nothing to do with this and it’s up to you to negotiate the balance between your 
rhetoric classes and the writing center.  
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TRAVEL FUNDING 
Are we eligible for travel funds? 
 
As a general rule you are awarded funding for three conference/workshop/research trips 
during your time in the program (limited to one per year; see detailed 
information below) and two trips to the AWP or MLA job interviews. If you have any 
questions regarding travel, please stop in to see Cherie and she will be happy to assist you. 
  
 
Travel to conferences and research  
 
The Department will fund travel to conferences or research sites (such as research trips to 
investigate new writing subjects, interview people, etc.)  in the amount of $200 per trip, 
limited to one trip per fiscal year (July 1 to June 30) and limited to three trips total for MFA 
students. (For students working simultaneously on MFA and PhD degrees, the maximum 
number of trips shall be three.) You may only use one allotment of funding per trip, even if 
you take a trip that spans the fiscal year. 
 
Eligibility and application procedures:  
 
Nonfiction Writing Program students are eligible for travel support to conduct research, 
participate in the Overseas Writing Workshop (or another approved workshop), attend the 
AWP, and/or present a paper at a conference. In order to apply for travel support 
Nonfiction Writing Program students should first email a one-paragraph request for travel 
funds outlining the nature of the proposed trip to Cherie. Your request should include the 
dates and other details of your proposed trip, and an explanation of its importance to your 
professional development. Cherie will then forward the request to the Director of Graduate 
Studies for final approval.  
 
If you intend to travel outside the United States and your trip is partially funded by the 
English Department, you are required to register your trip online 45 days prior to 
departure.  For additional information, please visit this website: International Trip 
Insurance.     Once you receive your international insurance card, please forward a copy of 
the card to Cherie.   
 
 
When you receive a letter of approval from the DGS approving the reimbursement, you will 
need meet with Mandy McAllister to start your travel voucher before you depart.   Save all 
of your receipts during the trip and meet with Mandy McAllister, English Admin Services 
Coordinator, amanda-mcallister@uiowa.edu upon your return. Mandy processes the  
reimbursement.  
 

https://international.uiowa.edu/study-abroad/prepare/health/insurance/faq
https://international.uiowa.edu/study-abroad/prepare/health/insurance/faq
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Since travel support funds may, in any given year, be limited, students are encouraged to 
also seek travel support from other sources within the University. See Research Awards for 
a list of additional funding sources. 
 
Travel for job interviews  
 
For MFA students who have job interviews at events approved by the director of the 
Nonfiction Writing Program, the English Department will offer up to two awards of $300 to 
help cover travel expenses. This is in addition to the three supported trips to conferences, 
archives, or workshops described above. Funding is not available for interviews where the 
interviewing institution is paying for lodging and travel expenses.  This funding is not 
available after graduation.  Interviews must be completed prior to graduation.  

 
  

https://english.uiowa.edu/graduate-program/mfa-nonfiction-writing/research-awards
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RESEARCH AWARDS 
Every year, the Nonfiction Writing Program and the University of Iowa offer competitive 
awards to help graduate students pursue their research and writing projects. 

The Community Service Snap Awards 

The Nonfiction Writing Program prides itself on fostering a sense of community that's as 
friendly and generous as it is rigorous and serious. 

To that end, twenty Community Service Snap Awards are given annually to students in The 
Nonfiction Writing Program.  The awards are open to any NWP graduate student who has, 
at any point during the given semester, helped create a lively, friendly, and stimulating 
sense of community by hosting prospective students, hosting visiting writers, participating 
in program events with a little extra vim or vigor, volunteering to help organize 
extracurricular activities, designing posters for events, winning the Annual Nonfiction 
Bowling Tournament, or just being a swell, reliable, and inspiring citizen of The Nonfiction 
Writing Program. 

Nominations for the award are made by NWP faculty members, who welcome suggestions 
for nominations from the program's students.  Ten awards are given each semester on a 
rolling basis. 

The Herodotus Awards 

Herodotus was the first writer who became widely known for collecting research material 
systematically, testing its accuracy (to a certain extent), and arranging it in well-
constructed and vivid narratives. 

Named in his honor, ten Herodotus Awards are given annually to students in The 
Nonfiction Writing Program.  The awards can be used for any research-related travel that 
results in new work by the end of the spring semester. Recipients of the awards will be 
honored at a public event at the end of the year at which they will be expected to present 
an excerpt from their research of at least 1,500 words. 

Recipients must complete their research trips before being reimbursed.  The awards may 
be combined with the annual research travel grants that are offered to each graduate 
student in the English Department (see below), and all currently registered graduate 
students of the NWP are eligible to apply. 

To apply for an award, compose a 1-page double-spaced proposal that explains your 
writing project and details specifically how you would use a Herodotus Award, as well as 
what work if any you have already completed on the project. Specify when exactly your 
travel research will take place, where you will go, and who (if anyone) you will be meeting 
on your trip. 
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Proposals should be submitted electronically in a Word or PDF format.  Write the title of 
your proposal in the top left hand corner of the page. Do not type your name anywhere on 
the proposal. All proposals will be read and judged blindly by the faculty of The Nonfiction 
Writing Program. Proposals are generally due at the start of each academic year. 

Prairie Lights Nonfiction Prize 

One award is given annually to a student in The Nonfiction Writing Program. The award is 
sponsored and judged by Iowa City's own Prairie Lights Books, one of the nation's premier 
independent bookstores.  The award will go to a single successful essay of 5,000 words or 
less by a current student in The Nonfiction Writing Program. 

The Prairie Lights staff screens all submissions and sends their favorite few essays to an 
alum of the Nonfiction Writing Program to judge.  The alum will choose the 
winner.  Submissions are generally due near the start of the spring semester each year. 

The Carl Klaus Teaching Award 

Carl Klaus helped found the Nonfiction Writing Program back in the 1970s.  His vision for 
the program and his legend as an inspiring and rigorous teacher is still felt today in The 
Nonfiction Writing Program. 

Named in his honor, The Carl Klaus Teaching Award is given annually to an NWP graduate 
student who demonstrates exceptional talent as a teacher of creative writing.  Traditionally 
awarded to a third-year student, the award is granted by The Nonfiction Writing Faculty 
and announced at the end of each spring semester. 

The Roxanne Mueller Reviewing the Arts Award 

Named in honor of an alumna of the University of Iowa who served as a staff writer and 
editor of the University's award-winning daily paper, the Daily Iowan, the Roxanne Mueller 
Reviewing the Arts Award is given to one student each year whose interests in the arts is in 
keeping with Roxanne's own passion as a writer for the visual, performing and literary arts. 

The award is granted by the faculty of The Nonfiction Writing Program during the fall 
semester, and is open to any current students in The Nonfiction Writing Program. 

Boeing Fellowships 

Made possible through a generous grant from the Boeing Corporation, the Boeing 
Fellowships are awarded each semester in order to help students conduct research on 
innovative writing projects. 

The fellows are named at the start of each new semester.  Application instructions will be 
announced in advance. 
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Villhauer Residency 

Made in honor of one of Iowa City's first settlers, the Villhauer Residency is made possible 
through the support of the Villhauer Society of Iowa. It allows one student each year to live 
and work for a month in Iowa City's historic Henry Villhauer House. 

The Villhauer Writer-in-Residence is named each winter at the discretion of the Director of 
The Nonfiction Writing Program.  To be considered for the residency, students are invited 
to contact the Director for application instructions. 

The English Department Research Grant 

For each of your three years in The Nonfiction Writing Program, the Department of English 
will provide you with a guaranteed grant to help you travel to a conference or to do 
research somewhere. In addition to these research grants, the English Department will also 
provide you with funds during your third-year in the program to travel to interview for 
jobs. 

The travel funds cannot be rolled over from year to year, however, so it is important to use 
them each year you are in the program.  See Cherie for details about how to apply. 

The English Department Job Placement Grant 

During your final year in The Nonfiction Writing Program, the Department of English will 
provide you with funds to help you travel to various academic conferences so that you can 
interview for teaching positions.  The grant is only open to those students who have 
already been invited to interview for a position.  For information on how to receive these 
funds, visit Cherie's office. 

Graduate Student Senate Travel Awards 

The Graduate Student Senate at the University of Iowa offers funding assistance in the form 
of small grants to graduate students to help you travel to conferences, meetings, symposia 
and similar professional or academic gatherings.  Applicants for the awards are accepted 
throughout the year. 

Their website is well-detailed and pretty self-explanatory:  GSS Funding 

Graduate Student Senate Supplemental Travel Awards 

The Graduate Student Senate at the University of Iowa also offers funding assistance to 
graduate students to help pay a portion of either domestic or international travel expenses 
in order to help you complete a research project. This includes visits to archives, renting 
equipment, interviewing subjects, investigating book projects, etc.  Applicants for the 
awards are accepted throughout the year. 

http://gss.grad.uiowa.edu/funding
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Their website is well-detailed and pretty self-explanatory:  GSS Supplemental Travel Award 

Stanley Awards for International Research 

Each year, the University of Iowa's office of International Programs offers twenty 
substantial grants to help graduate students conduct international travel and research.  The 
Stanley Graduate Awards for International Research vary in size and require a grant 
proposal.  International Programs offers a workshop each year to help you draft a 
successful application, however.  Their website is very helpful: Stanley Awards  

The Nonfiction Administrative Fellowship 

This award is granted by the Director of The Nonfiction Writing Program in consultation 
with the chair of the Department of English.  It is granted each spring to a graduating third-
year student in the form of employment the following year as a part-time administrative 
assistant in the program.  The Nonfiction Administrative Fellow helps the program 
coordinate a multitude of events throughout the academic year, including the Visiting 
Writers Series, the Undergraduate Creative Writing Master Classes, the Graduate Student 
Master Classes, and the Annual Nonfiction Bowling Tournament. 

The Provost Writing Fellowship 

One award is granted annually to an exceptional third-year student in The Nonfiction 
Writing Program.  The award provides an post-graduate year of writing and teaching at the 
University.  In addition to advancing his or her own writing project and teaching, the 
Provost Writing Fellow is charged with contributing to the writing environment for UI 
undergraduates, graduates, and members of the writing community in Iowa City. 

Applications for the fellowship are generally due near the middle of the spring semester 
and involve the proposal of an undergraduate writing course as well as a writing 
sample.   Only third-year students are eligible to apply.  Recipients are selected by The 
Nonfiction Writing Program faculty in consultation with the Department of English, the 
Director of Graduate Studies and the Director of the Undergraduate Writing Track. 

Grants for Hawks (general information) 

Less a grant than a helpful collection of links to various sources of funding, Grants for 
Hawks is an excellent resource for graduate students enrolled at the University of 
Iowa.  The website is maintained independently but run by an employee of the University 
whose day-job is helping graduate students find funding: Grants 4 Hawks 

 

 
 

https://gss.grad.uiowa.edu/funding/additional-funding-sources/graduate-college
https://international.uiowa.edu/funding/students/awards/stanley/graduate
https://grants4hawks.wordpress.com/
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