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CALENDAR 
 
August 21  Orientation 
 

THE AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL POET 
 

August 23-28  Sonnets # 7 (Oxford, p.34), #11-19, (Oxford, pp. 78-82), and the four 
sonnets on pp. 85-86 of the Oxford text 

Dobranski, AMilton=s social life@ (Cambridge, pp. 1-24) 
Masson, AA Brief Life of Milton@ (Norton, pp. 313-349) 
Hall, AMilton=s sonnets and his contemporaries@ (Cambridge, pp. 98-

112) 
 

THE HUMANIST POET 
 
August 30  The Debate Poems: AL=Allegro@ and AIl Penseroso@ (Oxford, pp. 22-

30) 
Early Modern Visual Culture: Slides 

 
September 1-8 Pastoral Elegy: ALycidas@ (Oxford, pp. 39-44) 

Evans, ALycidas,@ (Cambridge, pp. 39-53) 
 

THE PURITAN POET AND REFORMER 
 
September 11-15 Dramatic Entertainment: AComus@ (Oxford, pp. 44-71) 

Brown, AMilton=s Ludlow Masque@ (Cambridge, pp. 25-38)  
 
September 18-22 Political Prose: AAreopagitica@ (Oxford, pp. 236-273) 

Corns, AMilton=s Prose@ (Cambridge, pp. 84-97)  
Rivers, APolitical and Religious Issues@ (Norton pp.307-312) 

 
THE EPIC POET 

 
September 25  Introduction to Paradise Lost 

Selections from the Bible (Norton, pp. 352-56, 370-78) 
Frye, AThe Story of All Things@ (Norton, pp. 509-526) 

 
September 27-29 Epic: Paradise Lost,  Book I 

Bloom, AMilton and His Precursors@ (Norton, pp. 555-68) 
 
October 2-6  Paradise Lost, Books I and II 



Fish, ADiscovery as Form in PL@ (Norton, pp. 526-536) 
Carey, AMilton=s Satan@ (Cambridge, pp. 160-74)  

October 9-13  Paradise Lost, Books III and IV 
Empson, AMilton=s God@ (Norton, pp. 605-616) 
Excerpts from AChristian Doctrine,@ (Norton, pp. 401-408) 

 
October 16-20 Paradise Lost, Books IV and V 

Halley, AFemale Autonomy in Milton=s Sexual Politics@ (Norton, pp. 
661-674) 

McColley, AMilton and the Sexes@ (Cambridge, pp. 175-193) 
 
October 23-27 Paradise Lost, Books VI and VII 

Excerpts from AChristian Doctrine@ (Norton, pp. 409-413) 
 
October 30-  Paradise Lost, Books VIII and IX 
    November 3 Turner, APassiona and Subordination@ (Norton, pp. 643-661) 

Leonard, ALanguage and Knowledge in PL@ (Cambridge, pp. 130-159) 
 
November 6-10 Paradise Lost, Books IX and X 

Excerpts from AChristian Doctrine@ (Norton, pp. 414-420) 
Kermode, AAdam Unparadised@ (Norton, pp. 588-605) 

 
November 13-17 Paradise Lost, Books XI and XII 

Lewalski, AThe Genres of PL@ (Norton, pp. 569-587) 
Danielson, AThe Fall and Milton=s theodicy@ (Cambridge, pp. 144-159) 

 
November 22-29 Thanksgiving Vacation 
 

THE ICONOCLASTIC POET 
 
November 27- Classical Tragedy: Samson Agonistes (Oxford, pp. 672-697) 
   December 1  Bennett, AReading Samson Agonistes@ (Cambridge, pp. 219-235) 
 
December 4-8  Samson Agonistes (Oxford, pp. 697-715) 
 
 
ASSIGNMENTS: 
 
Series of short, exploratory responses to the early poetry and prose due on September 25 
Research exercises on Paradise Lost due on November 3 
Paper on Paradise Lost due on November 29 
Final Examination scheduled for Wednesday, December 13 at 9:45 



 
General Information 

 
Address and Phone:    Office Hours: 
 
Prof. Huston Diehl     Tuesday and Thursday 2:30-3:30 
362 EPB      By appointment 
Phone: 335-0442      
Email: huston-diehl@uiowa.edu 
 

College Policies and Procedures 
 
Students With Disabilities 
 
Instructors will make reasonable accommodations for students with physical, mental or 
learning disabilities. Students with disabilities that may require some modification of 
seating, testing, or other class requirements should visit their instructor during his or her 
office hours so that appropriate arrangements may be made. It is the student's 
responsibility to contact Student Disability Services, 3100 Burge Hall (335-1462), and 
obtain a Student Academic Accommodation Request form (SAAR). This form specifies 
what course accommodations are judged reasonable for a given student. An instructor 
who cannot provide the accommodations specified, or has concerns about the 
accommodations, must contact the Student Disability Services counselor who signed 
the request form within 48 hours of receiving the form from the student. 
 
Academic Policies 
 
This course is given by the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. This means that class 
policies on matters such as requirements, grading, and sanctions for academic 
dishonesty are governed by the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. Students wishing 
to add or drop this course after the official deadline must receive approval of the Dean 
of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences. Details of the University policy of cross 
enrollments may be found at http://www.clas.uiowa.edu/faculty/policy_undergrads_ 
outside.shtml. Students should also assume, unless they are told otherwise, that all 
courses taken in the English Department employ plus-minus grading. 
 
Departmental/Collegiate Complaint Procedures 
 
A student who has a complaint against any member of the college's teaching staff is 
responsible for following the procedures described in the Student Academic Handbook, 
which is available on the web site of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences: 
www.clas.uiowa.edu/students/academic_handbook/ix.shtml/. The student should first 
attempt to resolve the issue with the faculty member or the teaching assistant involved. 
Lacking a satisfactory outcome, the student can turn to the Associate Chair of 
Undergraduate Programs, Douglas Trevor (douglas-trevor@uiowa.edu, 335-0472).  If a 
satisfactory resolution remains unmet, the student may contact the English Department 



Chair, Jonathan Wilcox (jonathan-wilcox@uiowa.edu, 335-0454). If the complaint 
concerns a teaching assistant, the student should contact the supervising faculty 
member first, then speak to the chair of undergraduate programs, and lastly approach 
the departmental chair. After these options have been exhausted, the student may turn 
to the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences and submit a written complaint to the 
Associate Dean for Academic Programs, 120 Schaeffer Hall (335-2633). Please note: in 
complaints involving the assignment of grades, it is college policy that grades cannot be 
changed without the permission of the department concerned. 
 
Plagiarism And Cheating 
 
You are expected to be honest and honorable in your fulfillment of assignments and in 
test-taking situations. Plagiarism and cheating are serious forms of academic 
misconduct. Examples of them are given in the Student Academic Handbook: 
www.clas.uiowa.edu/students/academic_handbook//ix.shtml. The English Department 
works with individual instructors to detect plagiarism and cheating and to ensure that 
appropriately serious punishments are applied. An instructor who suspects a student of 
plagiarism or cheating must inform the student (in writing) as soon as possible after the 
incident has been observed or discovered. Instructors who detect cheating or plagiarism 
may decide, in consultation with the departmental chair, to reduce the student's grade 
on the assignment or the course, even to assign an F. In either case, the instructor will 
write an account of the chronology of the plagiarism or cheating incident for the 
departmental chair, who will send an endorsement of the written report of the case to 
the Associate Dean for academic programs. A copy of the report will be sent to the 
student, who has the right to request a hearing within the Department and/or within the 
College. 
 
Homework Expectation 
 
For each semester hour of credit that an English Department course carries, students 
should expect to spend approximately two hours per week outside of class preparing for 
class sessions. That is, in a three-credit-hour course, instructors design course 
assignments on the assumption that students will spend six hours per week in out-of-
class preparation. 

  


